The role of angiogenesis in hematologic malignancies.
Several reports have highlighted the biologic relevance of angiogenesis in neoplastic disorders and its potential impact on prognosis. In this review, we focus on recent findings about angiogenesis and angiogenetic factors in hematologic malignancies. We summarize the body of evidence supporting the hypothesis that a common progenitor gives rise to cells of both the endothelial and the hematopoietic lineages, and the current knowledge about the involvement of normal stromal cells in bone marrow angiogenesis. We also discuss the methodological aspects of microvessel count as a measure of tumor angiogenesis. Finally, we describe the current therapeutic role of angiogenesis inhibitors and possible future strategies involving these agents.